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Morristown’s "greenest building' on course

Officials say facility will reduce pollution, conserve energy while creating a
healthy working environment

BY PEGGEY WRIGHT = DAILY RECORD + ALNGUST 31, 3008

Read Commenis|(2) Rescomenend Prinl this page E-ml this arlicke

SHARE THIS ARTICLE; Dled i, s Facebook Dign Rieadclid Mawswine  What's this?

MORRISTOWMN — Visitors to the town's “greensst” bulldng - expected to open this fall &t 14 Maple Ave. -
may gel Ihe sense they are in an enviconment of purily hat reconnects them 1o e bast the Earth has 1o
offar indoors,

Thiey will welkl In sorne aress on floors that are fashioned of cork or bambaoa.

Thiey will braatha air purified by a three-shory varical gardan known as a biowall,
the largestin tha Unitad States.

Mo odors of bleach or foxic cleaning products will overwhelm the senses; only
nontoxic products will ba used af the 30,000-square-food, Tour-story struciure buill
and owned by the Morrisiown Parking Autharity.

Bayond the aulharity's offices, the buildng will house ather nonpralit arganizations
that include the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The Seeing Eye Inc,, fe Fannia
E. Rippsl Foundalion, the Morristown Parinarship and the Arts Council of the
Maorris Area.

Thie nina-leval parking garage component of the project, with 791 spaces for
employess and the publc and accessitls by DeHart Streat, is expected to open by
the second week of September.

Seek Platinum Rating

Parking Authorily Execulive Direclor George Fiore credited the Dodge Foundation
wilh providing tha challange b build a "green building,” one that would recaive the
highast marks from the Leadarship in Energy and Environmantal Dasign green-
bullding rating system developed by the nonprofit LS. Green Bullding Gouncil. The
authority hopes fo achisve a plalinum rafing from LEED,

The Dodgs Foundation pushed for 8 “green” buildng whan it was approached as a
prospective tenan! by fe parking authority more than six years ago,

"The anfire buikding is almost seen like a living organism,” said David Grant, the
Dodge Foundation's president and chief sxecutive officer, on & recent "hard hat®
tour of the building.

"Our goals were o craate a graan bulding that is both educational and
Inzpirational,” Grant sakd.

Grant Is parlicularly praud of the bullding's "vegelalive raal.” This green roal
systam will ba covered with plants and fitled wilth a special drainage system. Tha
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Paul Kiler, &
coordinator for
sushainabiliy
pragrans for the
Iorriatoan
Parinershig,
describes the
building materials
used in the
construction of the
MMoristoen Parking
Authonty's ‘green’
building on Magle
e (]
Morristoren during a
‘hard-hat tour’ of tha
building. The four-
elory bullding wil
house the parking
authority and &
rumber of nonprafit
organizalions,
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Robart Goldsmith of The Momishoen Parking Autharity, right,
apasks to David Grant, president and CED of The Gerakding
R. Ondga Foundation during a “hand-hat four’ of what will
kkaly be Now Jarsey's ‘greenest bulding, axpacied to opan
1hi= 1al at 14 Maple Ave. in Momstosn. The strochee &
teing buill and will be cwned by the Momishoen Parking
Autherity

“With the direclion ol the world, the price of Tuel and
sharlages, it's impartant mare than ever o be
anvironmentally responsible.”

Georga Fiore, executive dinector, Parking Authanty
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geal is 1o reduce air pallution, conserve energy and prolect againzl lemperature Mucluations that degrade

roofs

The parking gerege cost is 318 milllon.

The price-tag an the office building is 58,3 million, While the special envirenmental designs and energy-
saving measuras cost more than cheaper alternatives, those involved in the project said there will be
significant savings on energy in the long run and gentler freatment of the envirenment from the start.

“Wilh the direclicn of the workd, the price of fuel and shortages, il's impartant rmane han ever fo be

snwironmeantally responsitle,” Fiore said.

There is no need for messive heating and codling units, sald Pater D. Maszozak, & member of the W,

Blanchard Co. project managaement team. Twanby-wa geotharmal walls ware drilled on the proparly to a
depth of 530 feet, allowing heat pumps to seize the temperature of 55 degrees at that depth to heat or cool
the building, Mazzczak explained.

Sunshades, or aluminum screens, ware instaled on the buikding exiarior bo block summartima haat and lal in
solar warmth in the winter. Phodovoltaic pansls, or solar panals, were installed on the garage roof o
supplement the electricity used by the garage and offices.

Even baams from the formar Epstain's departmant store in fown ware salvaged and are being used as
enhancemants in soma offices.

Expected o be a particular atiraclion is the biowall, to be localed betwaan the Dodge Foundation officas and
tha roof anlrance

Thig Iiving well of plantz will be connected to the building's heating/oooling aystem.

The plant's roats, kept hydrated by a sponge system, are a natural air filker lo eliminale loxins from the air,
Maszczak said,

Calling the building “a holistic design,® Grant sald he expects visltors to be heartenad by the stmosphers
and employeas to be malivaled by a healthier work anvironmenl.
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Paggy Wright can be reached at (§73) 267-1142 or pwrighti@gannett, com,



