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Morristown building has many green with envy

Tenants praise new structure’s environmentally friendly design

EY ROBERT E. WILLIAMS 101
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Morristown has officially gone

Yesterday, the Morristown
Parldng Authorty introduced local
oifficials and the rmedia to 105

327 miion new office building
on Maple Avenue, The four-story
structure was designed with envi-
ronmentally fdendly guidelines,
and i5 expected bo be certificd
“green” nestt year under guidelines
seb by the UB Green Buldings
Councl, a nonproft organization
that promotes practioes thab de-
crease Lthe environmental impact of
bubdings.

The buflding would become the
frst to recelve The Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design

(LEED} certification I Morris-
toam, said David Grant, executive
director of the Geraldine R. Dodge
Founcdation,

Tensnt: find the designation
appealing. So far, the entire build-
ing, excepl for a sectlon of the frst
fivor, has already been rented.

“We plan to be around for many
years, and the concept of green
{eonstruction) and  sustainabity
fits our mission very well,” said Jim
Eutsch, preskdent and corporate
executive oficer of The Sesing Eye,
Ine., in Morrks Township, The See-
ing Eye will oecupy the basement
with a braining area for its dogs and
endugh space for 18 of 1hs vans.

Other tenants ineclude the
towm’s parking authority, the Ger-
aldine R Dodge Foundation, which

I3 scheduled to move Into the top
two fioors this fall; the Fannbke E.

Rippel Poundation; The Morrs- |
town Partpership and the Arts |

Couned of the Morris Area.

The desigm of the bullding
which includes aluminum shades
and windows that keep solar heat
outside the strizcbure, were among
the feptures hightighted yesterday
during & hard hat tour of the stnue-
ture and elght-level, 791-gpace

parking garnge scheduled to open |

thds fall.
In addition to the spectally de-
signed windows, the structure has

geothermnal wells and o ground |
source heat pumnp, which uses a

constant  un terpera-
ture of 56 degrees to heat and cool
[See LEED, Page 3]
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A rendering of the Momistown Parking Authority building on Maple Avente, Green technology and design has
resulted in the entire building, except for a section of the first floor, already being rented.
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the buflding; a biowall a vertical
garden of plants that help fter car-
bon dioxide amd volatile organic
compounds out of the air, a green
roof, which protecis the roofl from
damage; and several other energy-
efficient features Lhat block the
outside temperature, allow mare
natural light to enter the building
and control the amount of mols-
ture, dust, allergens, noise, insects
and pollutants entering the build-
ing.
Flanning

for the

35,000-sqpuare-foot. buliding started
nearly six years ago, when the Mor-

* ristovm Parking Authority — which
‘owns the project — sought bo re-

place a smaller two-level parking
garage ai the site. The bullding s
on the same block as the former
Epstein's site.

Authority administrators laber
met with representatives from the
foundation, The Seeing Eye, and
other nonprofits interested in mov-
ing closer to the downtown,

‘The foundation — the bullding's
largest. tenant — was interested in
moving into a location that At lts

urALUE R DODGE FOUNDATION
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expected to be cortified “oreen” next vear under quidelines set by the U.S. Green Buildings Council.

“You can't help but leamn sorme-
thing about environmental design
‘:er being In the building” Grant

The authority decided Lo re-
search the idea of a “green” build-
ing before it agreed to support
such a project.

“We embraced it after we
learmed more about ib"  said
Ceorge Fiore, executive director of
Lhe suthority.

‘Town officlals broke ground in
November 2006, installing 22 geo-
thermal wells and clearing the site
for s foundation. Through spring

the steel shell of the structure,
accarding to Peter Maszezak, a
member of the project manage-
ment Learn al the Wm. Blanchard
Co., which served as a contractor
on the project.

The building's exterior was a
combination of stucco, brick and
limestone, with architects from

nology of the building.

“It was very important to the
town how it was going to look"”
sald Eric Cuiliano, an architect
whe worked on the plans. “Tt's kind
of hiding the technology.”



